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TO  : Sue Segar 

FROM  : Spotlight 

E-MAIL  : nwparly@iafrica.com  

TEL  : 083 300 7558 

RE  : Request for comment from Minister Dion George (Air quality) 

 

Dear Thobile 
Thanks for taking my call this morning. 
I am Sue Segar, a journalist for the online public health news site, Spotlight. Yesterday, we ran our first 
story in a series called Hard to Breathe, relating to the air pollution in the Mpumalanga Highveld. 
This is the story: https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2025/08/04/battle-to-breathe-how-air-pollution-in-
emalahleni-is-affecting-peoples-health/ 
We will run a couple more stories on this matter, and, of course, would appreciate the minister's 
responses to a few questions. I will put the questions to you on email but am quite happy to talk to you, 
or the minister, on the phone or face to face on this. 
 
Here are our questions in the meantime: 
 
 
I look forward to receiving your responses. 
Many thanks and kind regards 
Sue Segar 
 
 
1. The High Priority Area was declared in 2007. Why have the government/department's efforts 

over the last 18 years not managed to ensure that air in the region meets WHO-prescribed 
safety levels. 

  
In addition to past efforts to meet air quality safety levels, the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the 
Environment has: 

(1) published regulations for the enforcement of priority area air quality management plans, which 
give effect to priority area plan goals and include with penalties for non-compliance.  

(2) published a new Highveld Priority area air quality management plan in March 2025, with 
stringent and time-bound emission reduction goals that all polluters must implement in order to 
bring the quality of air into compliance with national ambient air quality standards.  

 
 

mailto:nwparly@iafrica.com
https://zaf01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.za.m.mimecastprotect.com%2Fs%2FwbNtC58x4AspqwrYIzfXskYgBr%3Fdomain%3Dspotlightnsp.co.za%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ctmolobi%40dffe.gov.za%7C05102f2d5ede4fc23d6c08ddd3fe09b3%7C4ce253e73961428cab621f96cf3a9fd9%7C0%7C0%7C638899810253148719%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QzJpR5%2BnbvKoF7Iw1gfjc%2Fl1MHzkTJdv%2FjTMEXRRhbM%3D&reserved=0
https://zaf01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.za.m.mimecastprotect.com%2Fs%2FwbNtC58x4AspqwrYIzfXskYgBr%3Fdomain%3Dspotlightnsp.co.za%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ctmolobi%40dffe.gov.za%7C05102f2d5ede4fc23d6c08ddd3fe09b3%7C4ce253e73961428cab621f96cf3a9fd9%7C0%7C0%7C638899810253148719%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QzJpR5%2BnbvKoF7Iw1gfjc%2Fl1MHzkTJdv%2FjTMEXRRhbM%3D&reserved=0


2 
 

2. What is your response to the recent SCA judgement that largely affirmed the 2022 High 
Court judgment in the so-called "Deadly air case"? 

  
The Minister abides by the judgement of the SCA.  
 
3. What is your response to the suggestion that the emissions exemptions granted to several 

Eskom power stations will result in the continued violation of people in the area's right to 
clean air, as confirmed by the SCA? 

  
The decision to grant Eskom time-bound emission exemptions with strict conditions and durations was 
taken with the view to balance energy security, economic stability, and environmental protection. 
Please refer to the Minister’s full statement for context: 
https://www.dffe.gov.za/index.php/speeches/george_eskomemissionsstandards 
 
 
4. We have seen several abandoned mines in the area where very little appears to have been 

done to clean up and safeguard the local communities from the ongoing risks from those 
mines. Whose responsibility is it to ensure such abandoned mines are closed down 
responsibly? 

 
The competent authority/department responsible for abandoned mines is the DMPR. 
 
5. I would also like to get a more personal response from the minister along the lines of: Is this 

an issue he cares about? Has he visited the area? If not, does he plan to? Has he met any of 
the people in the area who so clearly are suffering from respiratory issues? Is this 
something that he as Environment Minister takes seriously? 

 
The Minister cares about and takes these issues seriously, bearing the following in mind:  

• The regulation of air quality constitutionally falls within the mandate of local authorities. 

• The Department plays a critical coordinating role in supporting and aligning compliance and 
enforcement activities in this area. 

6. I have one extra question on this matter, please: Please see below, a quote from CER at the 
time of the SCA hearing: “This important matter is being ventilated before the Supreme 
Court of Appeals at a crucial time in South Africa’s air pollution management journey. 
Current Minister Dion George and his Predecessor, Barbara Creecy, have recently granted 
postponements of compliance with the Minimum Emissions Standards to the country’s 
heaviest polluters. This is contrary to the intention of the Air Quality Act and limits a range 
of Constitutional Rights. The costs on health, the wellbeing of local communities, and the 
economy as a whole are devastating. And over and above this, thousands of people die as a 
result every year” Ntombi Maphosa, attorney, Centre for Environmental Rights. 

 
Please can you answer the following: What is the minister's response to the assertion that 
the postponements of compliance with the Minimum Emissions Standards to the heaviest 
polluters is really taking a toll on the health of community members, and that people are, 
reportedly dying every year from this lack of compliance? Does he care? What does he 
envisage in terms of balancing the rights of community members with those of industry in 
the area? 
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The postponements to compliance are not an endorsement of indefinite non-compliance but a bridge to 
a cleaner, healthier future, which factors in the country’s economic stability, aligning with the National 
Environmental Management Act’s call for sustainable development that places people and their needs 
at the forefront. For this reason, the exemptions come with rigorous conditions to improve the quality of 
life in the communities affected. Please refer to the Minister’s full statement for context: 
https://www.dffe.gov.za/index.php/speeches/george_eskomemissionsstandards  
 
7. How does the minister - the same minister who published the regulations on air quality - 

justify giving Eskom exemptions from complying with the minimum emissions standards. 
Does he see it as hypocritical in terms of the Air Quality Management Plan? How is this 
justified, in terms of human rights? 

 

See response to Question 6. 

 

Kind regards. 

THOBILE ZULU-MOLOBI 

MEDIA LIAISON OFFICER 

DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY, FISHERIES AND THE ENVIRONMENT  
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